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BY THE CHIL

CON, ERSATIONS
WITH SHYAM BABU

Shyam Babu (our Chief Reporter)
suffers from cerebral palsy, poor
balance and coordination and
weakness in his lower Limbs, He is
almost twelve years old with a
thin physidue and a face from
which shine two mischievous
eyes,

Shyam has a great deal to say
for himself - with speech diffi-
culkies it is often a big effort for
him to shape words, but talking
to him is always enlightening.

1 was sitting in my room when
Shyam Babu with his shaky hands
opened the door and came in.

We had a conversation as
fottowsﬂ

SHYAM BABUOTabish Sir0You have
Promised to teach me to ride
your motorbilke. Please also teach
me how to drive your Lap&op.

MEWhen jou,'re a Little older
Il teach you how to drive both,

SHYAM BABUUSLr, Aslam the news-
paper-wallah has aLrecwbj taught

me how ko ride a bike. The thing
is Sir, that you drive Auite slowly,

DREN OF CHINGARI.
I prefer to drive in a hup-hup-

grr-farratK-phat-a-phat sort of
style. (meaning fast.)

MEOWhat you would like ko be
when you grow uP?

SHYAM BABU Police sir.
MEDth police?

SHYAM BARUUSLY, I would arrest
all the moonshine drinkers,

MEDij?

SHYAM BABUUSLY, they create a Lot
of chilla chot (hullabaloo),

MEDoes your papa drinike?
SHYAM BARUSometimes.
MELDARA you dont like ik,

SHYAM BARBUONo, I dont because
he uses gali galoch (bad Lan-
quage) with my mother.

MEDHow many members are there
n your ‘familj?

SHYAM BABULoads. And in yours,
sir?

MEQFourteen or fifteen.

SHYAM BARUUSLY, I will come to
your house,

MEISure. You are welcome.,

At Ethis Foivx& the caretaleer, Rani
Didi, came to find Shyam Babu to
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tell him that he needed to 9o
for his therapy,

He went off, leaving me with
many Auestions uhanswered i
my heart. How difficult Life is for
thak poor kid, who is physically
disabled, Lives in acute poverty
(in a crude shack with no proper
flooring and roofing and no
toilets or bathroom).

Yeb there’s always a mischievous
smile on his face as if, his eyes
are saying to me Jeena isi Ka
Naam Hai’ (Oh yes, this is how to
Live Life).

INTER, IEWED BY TABISH




SHYAM BABU , ANISHES,
BELIE, £D 0 ONE TO
BANK

Today’s fresh news is that Chief
Reporter Shyam Babu did not
come to Chingari. When I asked
him this morning, whv is he not
coming to Chingari he told me
that he is going to collect
money, 1 think he has gone to
the banke with his num,
-MINAKSHI

MY FIRST SOLO BATH

Yes&erdaj I was playing with my
cousin and he pushed me. I fell
dowi and scmped my lnee.

Today I saw pictures of Al-
isha’s family. Her mum showed me
the Pho&os on her mobile.

My mother is very Pi.easeo\ wikh
me because Eodaj I managed to
have a bath all by myself for the
first time. ~KASHEESH
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YET ANOCTHER AUTO
RICKHAW CRASH

Yesterday I was busy selling
cucumbers by the roadside near
where I live, when I saw an auto
rickshaw hit my friend and his
mother,

My friend’s leg was badly hurt,
it was cut so c\eep that you
could see the bone,

People caught hold of the auto
driver but they didnt beat him.
Instead, they made him ay
money for my friend’s medical
treabment, ~SACHIN

ALISHA CAUO HT IN
HOMEWORK SCANDAL

I used to get my younger sister
to do my homework, buk m
mum found out and told Irfan
Sir (the Special Educator ak
Chingari), -ALISHA

SHIFON RUES LACK OF
NON-, E0 TREATS

Todaj I am going to a marriage
i my neighbourhood. However, I
am not going ko eat anything
there because there is qoing to be
a vegetarian buffet with things
like roast peas which I dont like.

I wish theyd serve kebabs or
chicken biryani instead,

But never mind, I will have the
chance to wear some nice clothes
and en:oy being with my friends.

~SHIFON
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MINAKSHI , ISITS BANK
WITH HER MUM

Today Minakshi did not come to
Chingari, as she had gone to
take money from the bank.
‘/esEerdaj, I went with m
mum to withdraw Rs, 3000 from
my account from o bank ot
Karondh. We plan to use the
money to buy things for my
sisterld wedding, ~C.R.SHYAM BABU

CALL FOR BACOOKA
HINDI EDITION

I asked Tabish Sir, ‘Sir, where will
we be selling our hewspaper?

He reptied ‘In England’,

So I asked ‘Sir, why canlt we
sell ik here?’ So he eHPLQLV\ed thak
the paper is in English.

'Sir, why cant we make it in
Hindi and sell it here?’ Tabish Sir
said that he'd think about it.

~CHIEF REPORTER SHYAM BABU

KASHEESH SWEEPS HOUSE.
MOTHER AMACED

Yes&erd.av while my mother was
washing the Po&s and pans oubside
our house I took a broom and
cleaned the whole place. Kalpana
Madam (the Pkysio&herapis&) said
itk was a very great achievement
considering my disability,
~KASHEESH



0 UDDI WEDS O UDDA

YesEerciaj we celebrated the
happy wedding of my girl doll
0 uddi to boy doll O udda.

0 udda was wearing sherwani
looking very smart and O uddi
wore a frock with a Lovely neck-
lace, earrings and a teeka.

We had a big party in and ate
some chips, Dumdunm pastries and
SAMOSAS, ~ALISHA

SAD DEATH OF A [ OAT
AT ORIYA BASTI

Yesterday in Oriya Basti people
were feeding a black goat from
a basket full of chapattis. Later
on the goat was killed for a big
feast, I will make a picture to
show Yyou. -SACHIN

CHIEF REPORTER
WITNESSES KNIFE
FI0HT

While telling my reporting to
Tabish Sir, who writes ik all down,
I told him that a few days ago,
there was a fight at a wedding
ceremony,

Some stranger from outside
misbehaved and there was a
fight. A boy was attacked by a
knife and the ambulance came
to talke him to hosyi&od..

‘Did this happen ot your sister’s
marriage,’ asked Tabish Sir,

‘No Sir, I said, ‘I was in the
DIE vehicle!

‘What were you doing there?’

'Sir, I was with my brother, he
does that work and this is his
card.

So I will give him the jeu.cm.:
colour card of my brother so it
can be shown in the Badooka.

~-CHIEF REPORTER SHYAM BABU

WE PLAY CHILAK CHAI
ON THE ROOF
I played Chilak Chai on my roof
with my friends. (A game Like tag,
see right.) -KAUSAR




mAY O 000
MINAKSHI MISSES
GUT ON
JIEWELLERY
Shyam Babu has gone
away to his Jua:i’s sister’s

wedding and so he will
not be coming to Chingari
for a few days.

I went with My rum
and we took Rs, 0000
(LD from my bank
account and I wanted to
bu.j a Lovetj necklace,
earrings and a nose pin
but my mum would not
let me. She said we
needed the money for
important things. 1 have
made a picture of the
things I liked ————mmmv a

~MINAKSHI

OUR HOUSES D ET
WATER PIPES AT LAST

New water connections were
moade in the houses of Oriya
Basti. Many marriages were
celebrated ot Dusshera Maidan
and Shivra: Singh Chauhan (the
Chief Minister of Madhya
Pradesh) gave the couples sofa-
sets, beds, bedding, chairs ete.

~CHIEF REPORTER SHYAM BABU
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O AID'S CRICKET PITCH
I was really disappointed when

Royal Challengers Bangalore did

not Aualify for the Premier

League playoffs. (Dont Listen to

my mother when she says 1

cried N she makes up stuff.)

I did get cross when Tabish Sir
said that A, B, Devilliers is the
best baksman in the RCB keam. So
1 reptied that he does get good
runs in the last overs and plays
outrageous strokes bub I prefer
0 ayle because he hits big siHes.

Huma Madam was Listening to
my discussion with Tabish Sir,
and she said to me ‘When you
are grown up your girlfriend
will be really bored if you are
interested only in cricket.

I replied that when I grow up
I wont have time for a girl-
friend because I will be busy
playing in big matches for Royal
Challengers Bangalore. -0 AID

TABISH SIR'S ROUND U?P

Because of the hot weather, many
children are ot home, Our chief
reporter Shyam Babu is away as
reported by Minakshi.

A

EARLY KAIN HITS
BHOPAL, LEAKS THROUU H
MINAKSHI'S ROOF
‘/esEercio\v, it rained in Bhopal,
and because of that water filled

up in front of my house,

With the help of a drinking
water glass, I cleared the water
from the front of my house and

oured it into the nearby drain,

Then drops of water started
pouring in through the roof. We
placed buckets and other utensils
to collect the water and then we
threw it out,

While I was clearing the water
from front of my house, my
sister was cooking food, and my
mother was at the shop. My fobher
is away for a few days on a visit

to his hative village, -MINAKSHI
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WATER ANKLE-DEEP

Because of rain, water has filled
both inside and oubside (she call
it aagan) our house, Inside our

house water has filled till the
ankle of the legs. Yesterday we
had got a new water connection
and today they are going to put
a tap over it Water was also

deep oubside Shyam Babud house.

-~-MINAKSHI

BOY BORKN WITH
ABNORMAL HEAD

Yeskerdaj I saw on the news that

a bov with an abnormal shaped

head has been borin tn Delhi.
~SACHIN
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SHYAM BABU ATTENDS
A WEDDINLO SOMEWHERE IN THE
JUNO LE

My hair is coloured because I have :ust
attended a wedding. It was my Jiza:i’s sister’s
marriage ab Alvasa, somewhere in the :ungle
with big-big hills,

My legs were hurting because of walking so
much. It is about Dem away from here. I
danced ab the marriage. And when Baraat
arrived, I served water, snacks and mange
‘uice along with the other boys.

I was crying at the time of , idaai (ceremony
i which Bride leaves her fathers home), as I
was ot feeling well, -SHYAM BABU

ALISHA'S AUNT O ETS
MARRIED

Last weelk was my auV\Ej@ (mumid
younger sister) marriage at Bag Farhat
AfJda. My Uncle is from Abbas Nagar,
which is far away, Baraat (arrival of the
groom’s Procession) was on Thursday
and Walima on Fridav.
I wore my best shalwaar kurtaa and
also put turmeric on my AuvxEj.
~ALISHA




BUS RUNS O, ER
CYCLIST

Its all muddxj in Oriya Basti at
present because of the rain. There'’s
an accident near the bridge between
a cycle and a bus. The bus driver
had given the horn, buk the cyclist
did not Listen to him and the bus
ran over him. Also two boys on
bikes collided ot (0 feect road.

~CHIEF REFTORTER SHYAM BABU

CON, ERSATION WITH
WITH ALISHA

ALISHAUSLr, yesterday we cooked
food using toys.

TABISH SIROWhat did you cook?
ALISHAONothing. I have your phone
number and called you yesterday,
but you did not come.

TABISH SIROI am afraid your call
didnt reach me.

ALISHAOCan I kell you a story?
TABISH SIROYes.

ALISHAOWhile drinking tea a hair
came into my mouth. I Llooked
behind and a new year had come,
TABISH SIROWho taught you this?
ALISHAOSanya Phuppi. (Her aunt)
MelHow many aunts have you?
ALISHA[ISIH,

TABISH SIRUSo many, And thus you
trouble your aunks?

ALISHAONo, but Salman one of my
cousins, he is small and kroubles us
a Lok, his mind is slightly different,
and he beaks and pinches others.
TABISH SIR0So he Eroubles you too,
ALISHAOYes.

KASHEESH MAKES HER
MOTHER CROSS

Yesterday I qot dressed, ate my
breakfast and went back to sleep.
My mother told me to get up
and 9o to IJehangirabad with her

to attend my uncle’s marriage.
I said no because I dont Llike
attending weddings, -KASHEESH

NEIU HBOURS FI0 HT
0, ER WATER
Yesterday two people fought each

other over filling their pots with
water, We have got the new water
pipes now (see May (1) but they
have wnot pu& &a’as on them.

It was raining heavily and
water filled up both inside and
outside my house. I swept the
water out my house with a
broom. We cant sleep on the
floor when its all watery, so we
sleep on two beds off the
ground N my father,Mmother, me,
my sister, younger brother and
elder brother Ariun - all sleep
on two beds,

My father isnt here right now
- he has gone to his village.

I Llike eating toffees and red
toffee is my favourite,

-~MINAKSHI

ALISHA'S AUNT (1 OES
HOME, E, ERYONE SAD
Yesterday, I was sad as my Aunty

has gone back to Shobhapur. 1
have tried to stop them, but Naad
appi Le. my Aunt’s daughter told
me that her School would be
getting started. So, she needs to
go. Naad appi told me that she
would be coming baclke neHt Year.
My Aunt gave me Rs.l when she
left. When I g0 ko market to bu.j
clothes for eid, I'll use her gift
to buy them. Sir, the plastering of
my house has started. My father
has getting the house made at
Bagh Farhat AfJa.

-ALISHA

DEATH OF A COW

I live at Tille,

Yesterday while returning from
Indranagar, I saw a dead cow by
the side of the road.

She died because an electric
wire had fallen onto her and
everything was wet so she died
from the electric current,

Her whole bod-j was blown up
Llike a balloon,

-SHIRAO

©AID COMMENTARY ON
THE INDIA-SKI LANKA
TEST MATCH

Yes&erdaj, I saw the test match
and ptaujeci shake and ladders
with my Papa and I won, I khow
that West Indies have Lost the
match, but feel that they would
be able to reach the semi final, if
Ehe.j win one more match, I
support West Indies because of

0 ayle. Yesterday 0 ayle scored
M run and he was caught out,



West Indies scored (11 runs and
India scored 0 runs in Q00
overs. Shikhar Dhawan performed
best. He scored IO runs and 1
feel that his performance was
better than Ravindra Jade: a who
took five wickets, because he had
hit two back to back centuries.
From west Indies Dwyane Bravo's
brother Darren Bravo’ performed
best. Tabish Sir asked me whether
I had seen Lara playing. I said
no. He told me that Darren Bravo
looks very similar to Legemdm*v
baksman Brian Lara and he told
me about Lara’s record of hitting
003 runs in one inning.

-0 AID

MORE RAIN, SHYAM
HETS A NEW CA®?,
MINAKSHI UNWELL

Sir, ks all muddj in Oriya Basti
because of rain. As roads have
been made in my area, Chingarild
,ai is able to come. During rain
water droplets also fall inside
my house and we use utensils to
collect them (So, thak they do not
make the floor web), Water leaks
from the roof from around ten
places. In the night we sleep bj

am wearing. Todauj, Minalkeshi has
not come to chingari because of
fever.Today she would be taken
to doctor,

~CHIEF REPORTER SHYAM BABU

putting a plastic cover over the
bed. At (00 am when the bus came
to my house, I sat in it and
came to Chingari. First I went to
speech, then therapy and after
that class, After that I played
Cricket. My mother bought this
cap for me for Rs. O, which I

SNAKE LOITERINO
NEAR ASHOK'S HOUSE
Yes&ero\ouj a shake appeared hear
my house, It sat for a while and

then moved away,

~ASHOK

ROOFS BLOW OFF
HOUSES IN ORIYA BASTI
Today after taking a bath and
completing my pusa (prayer),
when I came out of my house, I
saw two brothers fighting with
each other and one of them have
gone to police station. 1 donfl
khow the reason why they were
fighting with each other. Sir, ot
Oriya Basti because of wind, iron
sheets, which forms the roofs of
the houses has blown up off them
and a few of them have fallen
o my house. Water also leaks
from a few places at my house
during rain, but it does not
cause much trouble,

~SACHIN

JuNe OO, D0

FAMILY SHELTER UNDER
BED TO ESCAPE RAIN

Last night the wind was blowing
hard and iron sheets off other
people houses blew away and the
olythene sheet on our roof also
flew off. It had rained heavily
because of which ditches were



filled with water. It has become
muo\c&.-j everywhere, Me, mummy,
papa and bhaiya (brother) slept
under the bed because of rain.,
We covered the bed with a poly-
thene sheek ko avold water and
slept under ik, Other eople have
pukia houses (of brick) but mine
is kachcha (mud). Minakshi also
lives in a kuchcha house, which
is better than mine. Yesterday, I
Pta\jeci crickel at Chingari and
did batting. I Like batting in
cricket and dont kiow how to
do bowling. Tabish Sir asked why
I dont lear bowling from
Narendra Sir, Sports Coach at
Chingart so I told him that I
Ptajed Bocce,

-SHYAM BABU

O AID’S BIRTHDAY PLANS
AND MORE CRICKET
Yesterday my younger brother
HamJda had gone ko Yard Club (a
tourist sPQ&) and I will g0 there
on my bir&hdauj to have a good
time. My btr&hdaj is on lth
June. I would ask everyone on
my bir&hc{o\j. Yes&em{av the test
cricket was abandoned because
of rain. Before rain Australia
had scored (10 runs, , oques
made maHimum (I runs from
Australia in (0 balls, New
oealand has scored I runs for
the fall of wickets, after which
the rain came, I was su’apor&ihg
New Oealand because Warher was
not playing for Australia, if
Warner had been playing for
Australia then I4 have suppor&eci

P

Australia. David Warner wont
F’L’-\j any more wmatches in the
series because he had beaten
Root (an English cricketer),
These days Hafid Sahab does not
come as he is studying doctord
studies. He will start coming
after he is free. These days I
watch match, have my supper and
thewn sLeep. -0 AID

ALISHA PROMISES

TO DO HER HOMEWORK

I helped my father to clean the
garlic, He sells onion and garlic,
‘/as?:ero\av, a vehicle ran over the
leqg of a caretalker in a nearby
building. She received in:uries to
her knee and leg. The doctor has
said that she would be alright in

-0 doujs. I dont know her name.

Today, I forgot to do my home-
work, but will do it regularly

from tomorrow onwards. I was
asked to write four in my home-

work, ~ALISHA

JuNE O, OO0

MINAKSHI STILL
UNWELL., MORE RKOAD

ACCIDENTS

Sir it rained heavily last night.
Minakshild mobther made her
drink the medicine (Maybe a
syrup), but did not make her
take the tablets. Today, one boy
had wmebk with an accident ok
Oriya Basti, in front of a shop. A
bike rider hit the boy in front of
the shop and did wnot stop. The
boy’s hands were scratched.,
Afterwards, when I was coming
to Chingari, I saw a boy and girl
on a bike fall down. The boy had
suddenly applied his brakes.
Sura: Bhaiya (the DI) has gone to
U::ain to provide DI in a baraat.
Sura: Bhaiya is nok my real
brother, he is a friend of my
elder brother and I also call him
Bhaiya. Yesterday, I played table
tennis with Azay Sir at Chingari.
Someone asked i his hand can
reach the table, because I am
short, but it can, of course, yes.
-SHYAM BABU

INJECTIONS AND
A TEDDY BEAR

YesEercio\:,, doctor gave me an
in:ection and some medicine, In



the night I ate a cha’ao&i wikh
mille then took my medicine.
Yes&erdc\j Shawnkar Sir, , Ldja Didi
and Waseem Sir (Community
health workers of Chingari) took
me to Chingari, as I was not
well because of fever and boils.
Now I am alright, Waseem Sir has
bought a scap for me and then I
took a bath and wenk to see the
doctor, I saw the doctor Eoda-j
again. I cried when I had the
i ection, At Chingari I coloured
in the drawing of a teddy bear.
It is called (0 udda.

~MINAKSHI

FIO HTIND FOR DON'T
KNOW WHAT REASON

Yesterday there was a fight near
my Bade Papold (Fatherd elder

brother) shop. Toc\aj, I coloured
at Chingari. I have coloured an
elephant white a purse a sort of

red colour. ~NIKHIL

ALISHA DOES HER
HOMEWORKD

YesEerdaj, Iand my younger
sisker Alina Pi.a\jed with toys
along with my younger sister
Alina, ‘/es&erdauj I had wakched a
Baraat procession (part of a
marriage), it was qood., Today, I
have downe my home work on my
owh, I was asked to write ? 0 ',
and I did it. Todaj, I did Lots
of colouring at Chingari. I made
a brown clay water pot and a
black fish of paper to keep in it.
-ALISHA

ALISHA'S ROOM
IS PAINTED PINK

Today the plaster of the small
room in my house is compte&ad.
Now the plaster of the bigger
room will be done and then the
whole house will be painted
pink. 1 chose the colours pink
and purple.

~ALISHA

O AID ON ENU LAND-
SRI LANKA MATCH

YesEerdc\j, a student sEudajng in
my father college came to mect
us. She is from Nagda and had
come to Bhopod. to collect her

eHamination resulk, Yes&erd&v at
Last the drainage lines were
cleaned up in my area.

Anyway, the Lmyorf:o\h& thing was
that Lanka wown the match,

I didnt watch the whole thing as
it went on till O3 in the night
and I have to g0 to sLeeP ak
midnight at the latest. I heard
about the result of the makch
from my grandfather neht day,

s o T L
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Sangakkara Ptoajed. well, he made
000 runs, Kulasekara had also
PLaje.d well and scored (0 rumnms.
Tke\j beat England bj seven
wickets, England’s captain Le.
Alastair Cook Pi.oajed. well and
also Root, Root scored I runs
and Coolk scored (I runs.
YesEerciav, I was supporting Sri
Lanlkea

-0 AID

Cric ket
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0 AMBLERS AND
BYSTANDERS ARRESTED,
FORCED TO PAY BRIBE

Sir, jesf:erdaj hear my Uncleld
shop, few people were caught by
police.They were gambling ok
SATTA, hiding behind a bus and
playing. Policeman came and
grabbed their collars and toolk
them away, There was one bov
who was not playing but standing
near the bus. The police took him
also to the police station and he
also unfortunately was forced to
give the police money even
though he was not playing, :ust
standing there. My uncleld shop is
at Basod Mohalla. I asked my
uncle what is Satta. He repued
that it is gambling and that we
should not kalk about ik, because
itk is not a good thing.

~SHIRAO

" UARREL BREAKS OUT

NEAR ALISHA'S HOUSE
I was FLjS.ng with my Eovs. My
badi mummy (wife of fathers
elder brother) was visiting our
house, I have a younger brother
and I was playing with him when
a fight started between some
Peopte living in the area behind
my house, I heard them shouting
abk each other,
Later I heard the sound of
drums and other inskrumemnts
when a procession wenk Pas& the

back of my house on Saturday

_——)\-&_\‘r;u
SN

and Su,mdaj. There were people
with clothes, shoes and flowers,
On Fridaj Ahmed (a special child
at Chingari) was L umping about,
when Sir has PLajed the same
song. Ahmed is the twin brother
of AAuib,

~ALISHA

FIOHT 0, ER WATER
NEAR MANCHAR DAIRY

Yesterday there was a fight
between Kera:i Ba:i and Reeshan
over filling water pots, Kera:i
Ba:i sLaPPed Reeshan, I live near
Manchar Dairy. Later I watched
Anandi’s serial on T,. There too,
I saw fighting. Yesterday I went
out to PLQ:’ wikh my younger
brother Alfarad in the rain. I was
scolded by papa for playing in
the rain, There are cracks in the
skin on my leg. I am apptji,ms
ointment. Shadab Sir (Community
health worker) took me to the
doctor, ~AFREEN
FI0 HT 0, ER CLEAN

WATER IN ORIYA BASTI

Today two women fought with
each other near the water tank
n Oriya Basti for water. They
were pulling each otherid hair
and slapping. Sir, I like getting
web U rain and dancing while it
rains, I sing the taki taki song
and dance during rain,
However, my mother does nok
Like me getting wet in the rain
and she tries to s&op me,
~SHYAM BABU

NG MORE INJECTIONS
FOR MINAKSHI

Today, I was hot given any more
in:ections by the doctor. Buk he
did give one ves&erdaj and the
day before yesterday, Because of
rain water has filled both inside
and outbside my house (she called
it angana, meaning compouv\d)
and the waker comes in everjdaj.
but I wrote ABCD at Chingari and
ake Kheer (rice Puddihg).
~MINAKSHI

JUNE 3, (D]

SACHIN'S HOPES
FOR HIS , E0 ETABLE
BUSINESS

Sir, yesterday I have gone to
banik to collect the pension, I
receive Rs. (111 per month as a
pension for my handicap. I had
not collected it for kwo momnths,
When I got there, they told me
that no one had received any
money yeb and wed be getting it
ofter (th June, From there I
went to the wholesale vegetable
market. I thought of buying corn
to sell but there wasnt any. I
didnt buy cucumber because of
the rain. I collected cauliflower
leaves for the qgoat and returned
home qetting wet in the rain, It's
no use brying to sell cucumber in
rainy weabher because it is a
cold vegetable and people dont
buv itk much on rainy dajs.
Whatever we can get cheap in the
market we bu,y for selling. I
would really like a cycle so that
I can sell corn on my owi, I
want to save money for my
younger sisterd marriage, she
will be getting married nelt year.
Her name is Aarti and she is (.
Last Sunday, the boy and his
family came to see us to arrange
the wmarriage. His mother has
passed on so his father came. He
lives in Chandbad and does Light
fitting work, He earns Rs, 0,000
per month and has a wheatish
complelion. I Liked the bov and
they all Liked my sister. We have
suggested nelt year for the
marriage. I dont remember the
name of the bov. ~SACHIN



WATER UP TO WAIST
NEAR LAKHAN'S HOUSE

Outside Lakhanid house (another
special child coming to Chingari,
Living at Oriya Basti) the water
was up to his knees and my
waist, His legs were all webt when
he got to his house, He had to
change his clothes. I took my
medicine today so the boils on
my bodv will get healed up. 1
had studied at Chingari and also
made a drawing of a house with
water all round it There was a
another fight tn Oriya Basti over
water. They were shouting and
swearing at each other, One of
them hit the one with a sticlke on
stomach and made blood come.
T hev took him to kosPE.EaL. I
dont khow the names of the
people fighting. Tomorrow we
will be provided with a tap (she
called it kotti) for our new water
connection, ~MINAKSHI

ARMAN BRA, ES RAIN
TO HA, £ HIS THERAPY

YesEerdo\v, ik rained heavily
because of which my mother had
not allowed me to come to
Chingari. Even today it's raining,
but I thought that I should qet
the therapy done. So, I have
come today wearing this raincoat
Papa bought for me ages ago.
~ARMAAN PAR, EO

(OTH JUNE 0]

LEQD PROBLEM STOPS
SHIFON ATTENDINO
FAMILY WEDDINO

Yesterday our neighbours came
back to their house ot JAM after
attending a marriage. When they
opemad their door, we all wolke
up. They had gone to Mahu (a
small town near Indore) for the
marriage. My motherd brother
got married on 0 June and on
th June my mother went to
attend his JIUMA (Small ceremony
with reception after marriage on
Friday). I didnt go because of
rain, as I have problems walking
when it gets muddy,  -SHIFON

P i

HHA

KASHEESH TO , ISIT SAI
BABA TEMPLE

This evening I am qoing to be

visiting a big temple of Sai Babi
with my Papa. We will be going
in a vehicle, I dont ihow where

the Eempi.e is but we visik ik every

thursday. My father brealk the

N
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coconut in the temple and I
distribute the Prasaad (some
small items of food used during
prayers and distributed after it,
which are thought of as a holy
food) ~KASHEESH
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ALISHA DRAWS BRIDE
AND 0 ROOM PICTURE

Yesterday you did not come to
Chingari. I saw in the news that
o flood drowned somewhere, I
dont khow the name of the
place, ‘/es&ercimj, we made a
drawing of dulha Dulhan (bride
and bride groom) and TariAue
Sir (special educator at Chingari)
says that tomorrow we will be
filling in colours.

~ALISHA

MINAKSHI'S ELDER
SISTER O ETS
ENO AD ED

Sir, Minakeshild elder sister got
engaged and they have killed
a cockerel (in preparation for a
feast) in the morning,

-SHYAM BABU
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MINAKSHI'S DAD CRIES
AS HER ELDER SISTER
LEA, ES HOME
Yesterday, the father in law of

my sister arrived. And F:odwj
when he and my sister sat in the
autorickshaw and were going
away, My father was crying. Her
engagement will be celebrated in
her native village. Its raining
daib_j. I cried, because they have
not talken me,

~MINAKSHI

A CRUEL STORY OF
RAPE AND CORRUPTION

My mum works ab a government
hospi&at where her :ob is to make
chappo&is. There a doctor Looted
the honour of a woman who had
come for her medicine and an
in: ection, Laker on the Fouce
come with sticks and and beak
the doctor. Someboc\j took the
womans daughter in a van and
left her in the :ungle. Later on
police asked the two of them to
get married,

~ISHRAT

June (O, 00

RAIN CAUSES MOKE
PROBLEMS

It rained again last night, I saw
on a T, that in one village
houses and bridges were broken,
A bus fell into a krench,

~SHYAM BARU
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STILL NO TA? FOR
MINAKSHI'S FAMILY

Water has filled up outside our
houses and it has also come
tnside, We sleep on two beds Le.
both of my brothers, mummy,
papa and me, I steep wikh
mummy, As waker has not come,
there is one neighbour she has
water connection, but she does
not allow us to fill our pots and
spealks bacit-j. We have the wakber
pipe but not the tap. We will buj
a tap of our own and then wont
allow others to fill their pots
from ik Me and my mother had
gone to the hosp:‘.&od. to gebk an
in: ection. While coming back we
bought a banana and a black
school bag. I ate the banana. The
bag cost Rs. 0. My mother got it
for me as I was crying for it
ofter my red bag was Lost. my
sisker i Llaw’s son, whose name is
Sachin had mislaid it somewhere,
He is small Like me, My mother
has also bought two hair clips
for me, one of them got broken.
~MINAKSHI

JUNE 11, 011

CATCHINO UP
WITH TABISH SIR

Yesterday a heavy rain fell and in
front of my house the water was
up to my waist and it was flowing
over the road. Yesterday I saw on
the T, that a truck was submerged
i the flood. It was on the hews,



You (Tabish Sir) didnt comwme to
Chingari for kwo days so we were
asking Thomas Sir where you were.
He said you werent well and
would come bthe wneHt dav. I had
the yellow DI card for you bub
now ik is ab home. I played foob-
ball  with Sufivan, Lakhan and
Arba3.

Today I came in the bus and said
1 cod Morning’ to everyone, then
I went to spee_ch Eherapv and
thsio&heraw then I went to class,
Yesterday we had daal and rice,
it was magic, I Like the fuit meal
best of all.

Today I wrote my times tables. I
copied them, but one day I will
learn them, =-SHYAM BABRU

LI0 HTNIND DOESN'T
FRIOHTEN MEDALISHA

Last night it rained a Lot.
Lightning was flashing. I wasnt
afraid of the Lighthing. I went to
my Nana’s house and played with
Eovs.

~ALISHA

FAMILY PROBLEMS FOR
SACHIN AND SIBLINU S

Saturday was a day off, so in the
morning I had tea and breakfast
and bathed then went to the bank
and waited. Filled in a form. They

said 000 rupees had come. (L Q.00
being two months worth of his
disability pension) So I withdrew
ik, I went to the vegetable mariet
and roamed around there a while,
On the way home I saw Sathyu and
Rachhna Ehe'j were with a rad.i.v
about the gas disaster. I watched
the rally. There were lots of people
there, They were saying, Qunkil you
glve us proper compensation we
are certainly not going to vote for
youl Lots of people from Kainchi
Chhola were there.

After this I went home and when
my wum came home in the
evening 1 gave her the money, And
then, Sir, well you see the thing is
that every worning wy father
Auarrels with wme - f mum sticks
up for me she gets an earful as
well, He says things Llike you two
g0 away out of this house. If I
read in front of him and make a
mistake he starts shouting and
hits me. That’s why I dont read in
fromt of him. You see, my Hindi
spelling isnt so good. My Little
brother, if he qoes off roaming
with his friends and comes back
a Llittle late then he too qebs
shouted at and my father hits him
too,

I came here to Chingari yesterday

which was Tuesday, When I went
home he hadnt been ko work. He
hasnt gone for eight days. Mum
went, but he didnt, so she refuses
give him money for moonshine,

We have a goat abt my home, which
my mother bought 201* Rs. 0000
When we dont give him money to
drink alcohol, he starts selling
the things from our house, He had
recently wortgaged the patta
(deeds of the house) of our house
for Rs. 3000 (LOD, but we did not
say anything. He has done it
be?ore and we could only get the
papers back by paying the money,
Last time when I have received
the cheAue from school, I bought
back the vegetable Erolley which
he had sold. When he announced
that he was going to sell the goat
all four of us siblings Auarrelled
with him and would not allow him
to take the qoat. He is always
behaving Lilke this.

~SACHIN

ouly 0 OO0

MY , ISIT TO PACHOKRE
BY SHYAM BARBU

I went to my village, which is
Pachore, ko atkend the Mundan
(ceremony of getting childid head
shaved) of my cousin, There two
brothers Jitendra and Rakesh got
drunk and fought with each
other. My father is their Jeera Ji
(sisterd husband).
While returning from Pachore,
there was a river on the way,
which water was flowing up to
my Kihees. My sisterd husband
Pi.cked me up and hetped me to
cross the river, After walking for
0 um, at Llask we reached the
road, where we boarded an auto
and everyone got inside. I sat
with my Papa on the back seat of
the auto. In this way we reached
the bus stand and went on to the
railway station. We bought our
rail tickets and boarded the
train, In the train I ate samosa
and bhel. It was delicious. I Like
going on the trains, When we got
to Bhopal station, we hired an
auto and wenk home, Todav, ik
had rained heavily in Oriya Basti.
~-SHYAM BARB



ALISHA'S mUm
INJURED BY SOUY

Sir, a few days ago hot soup fell
over my mother and burned her
hand and leg. I would have told
you before, Sir, but Last week you
did not collect news from me
on Thursc&aj and l’:ridav.

The plastering of our house has
been finished and we even have
a toilet and bathroom. They :ust
need to put a seat in the toilet. A
while back my grandfather had
fallen over while he was reading
Tasbih (his rosary). He was not
able to eat or pick up a spoon
with his right hand, We took him
to the hospital at Nariyal Kheda,
to get him treated by the best
doctor available there.

~ALISHA

SACHIN STANDS IN
FOR SHYAM BABU

Shyam Babu, Rachna and Lakhan
did not come to Chingari Eodaj.
Shyam has gone to his village.
Rachihna is hurt, and I dont khow
the reason why Lakhan has not
come. The van went to Lakhand
house and they waited for a
while, but he did not come out.
~SACHIN

HOW MANY SI.ES MAKE
SHIFONT Y/-S1.7

Usually I am not able ko score
runs buk yesterday I hit siH siHes
in ten balls. No one could
believe ik and all asked to check
again, but it was truellI was
thjims; n a ground close to the

N

temple in our neighbourhood,
My Aunt's brother suddenly fell
il at around Thm Lastk night.
~SHIFON

July 4, D01

ALISHA IN THE PINK
ALISHAOMy mother bought a new
pencil boH for me last saturday
MEOWhat is the cost of the boH?
ALISHALD Sir, everything combined
cost Rs. (O
MEOFrom where did you bu,v ik?
ALISHAOFrom Jehangirabad.
MEQIE is pink, do you like the
colour pinie,

ALISHAlYes.
MEJANA what else did you bu,j?

ALISHAO Sir, we bought an orange
encil boH, lunch boH and water

bottle for my sister. And a Llunch

boH for me.

MEOPink?

ALISHAPinle,
-ALISHA

SHY AM BARU IS AN

E. PERT CAR THIEF
SHYAM BABUUSLr yesterday, I
went ko FL“'j at Shiviagar and
there was water evervwke.re.

MEQWhat did you Ptaj?

SHYAM BABUOSLr iks called Car
Chor (Car thief)
MEOHow do you PL"“j ik?

SHYAM BARUISLr, we need to steal
the car and drive it using remote
conkbrol, Sir, I am an erer& at
stealing and driving the cars,

MEJANA what else kaFPehed
ves&erdouj

SHYAM BABUUSLY, nothing much,
~SHYAM BARU

ALISHA SCOLDED FOK
NOT DOINO THERAPY
£. ERCISES
I have been scolded for not
doing my Eheraw eHercises. 1
Llike doing the eHercises, but

some of them are Auite painful.
~ALISHA



SARA LEARNS HOW TO
MAKE A RAKHI

Todmv I learned to make rakhis
for the Ralkshabandhan festival.
Kanchan Mmadam taught me to

how to do it. ~SARA

OAID MISSES INDIAN
INNIND S

Sir for the last kwo days, it has
been Auite muddy in our area,
waler is deep everywhere,

Yesterday, I watched the makch,
Sri Lanka scored 000 runs, bubk I
missed the Indian innings since
it started around midnight which
is the time I 9o to steep.

-0 AID

SHYAM BABU PLANS TO
| ISIT THE STARS
AND SEE THE OCEAN

SHYAM BABUUSLr, Yesterday I saw
on T, that ik has rained heavily
i Delhi, houses were broken. Sir
, ehicles were drowning in water,

TABISHIYou saw this on T, ?

SHYAM BABUIYes, It had rained
heavily in Bambai (Bombay) also.

TABISHO Do you like Bambai?
SHYAM BARBULI have wnob seen ik,

TABISHUI was borin in Bombay,
My mother is from Bombay but
my father is from Bhopal. The
ohe who will be receiving this
news was also born in Bombay,
Would you Like to say something
ko him? He will Pu,bti.sh Lk,

SHYAM BARUUSLr, ask him ko bkake
me to Bambal.

TARISHOWhat will you do bhere?

SHYAM BABUUSLr, I want ko meek
Shahrukh Khan (a film star)

TABISHIYou Like Shahrulkh? Which
movie of his have you watched?

SHYAM BABUOChennai EH press.

TARISHOChennati EHpress is not
\Jef: retea\sedﬂvou, might have seen
the brailer. Who else would you

likke ko meet bhere,

SHYAM BARUOSalman Khan and
Amitabh Bachchan (film stars).

TABISHOAmitabh is Auite old

SHYAM BABUUHe might be old, but
he br:‘.mgs out good movies.

TABISHOWho else?
SHYAM BABUOThese three outj.

TARBISHWhere would you Lilke ko
visik i Bombav. Do you khow the
ocean is there,

SHYAM BABUUSwimming Poots
too.

TABISHOThere are swinmming
Poots (%N Bho’pat.

SHYAM BARULI have wnok seen
them. I would also wakch a
movie it a big Tallkies,

TABISHOYou have not wakched a
movie it a balkies at BhoFoJ.?

SHYAM BABULI have.
TARISHOWhich one?
SHYAM BABULABCD.

TABISHOThe one which we showed
to all the children of Chingari.
Was it the first time you had
seen talkies?

SHYAM BABUYes
TARBISHOWhat else will you do in

SHYAM BARUOO et the autograph
of Amitabh Bachchan,

TARISHOWouldnt you like ko
meel any heroines?

SHYAM BARUUSLr, heroines are
bad.

TABISHOD row up a Little and
you'll start liking heroines more,

SHYAM BABUUSLr, I would like to
meet Sonakshi Sinha (ackress).

TARISHOWhich movies of hers
have you have watched?

SHYAM BABUURani tu main Ra:a
Le. Son of Sardar and Rowdy
Rathore. You're ' ueen I'm King,

TABISHOWould you go ko the
beach?

SHYAM BABUYes. I would Ptav
in the waker. You take a Pho&o-—
graph, I would en:oy myself.

TABISHOWhy must I take pictures,
I should also en:oy myself,

SHYAM BABUUYou also en:oy, Sir,
we will hire a photographer.

TARISHO Do you know there is a
house i Bomba\j shaped Llike a
shoe?

SHYAM BABUOI would Llike ko
visit thak,



TABISHIOK, you said you like
Sonakeshi Sinha, what do you Like
about her?

SHYAM BARUUSLY, I Like her smile.

TABISHOAWA what do you Likke in
Shahrulh Khan?

SHYAM RBABUUHe acts well and his
movies are qood,

TABISHOWhich movie of his have
Yyou seel, as Chennal E:Hpress Ls
not yet released?

SHYAM BARUJab kol hai Jaawn. I
like the songs e, Challa ki
Labda phire and IshA Shawa.

TABISHOKatrina Kaif was also in
that movie, dont you Like her?

SHYAM BABUUNo,
TABISHDWhj.
SHYAM BARBUUSLr I dont Like her,

TABISHOWhat do you Like i
Amitabh Bachchan?

SHYAM BABULHLs style and his
way of speaking.

TARISHO Do you wabtch Kaun
Banega Crorepati? (Who Wanks
To Be A Millionaire in ks Indian
form, that inspired Slumdog
Millionaire.)

SHYAM BARUIYes
TARBISHOWhat happens in ik?

SHYAM BABUDThevj’ve sﬁoppecl
showing it.

TABISHOIf you win a crore of

rupees (LOD0,000), what would
you to do with tk?

SHYAM BABUOSLr, first I would
malkee my house.

TARISHOWhere.

SHYAM BABUUSLr :ust where I Live
at present, but a house of cement,
and bricks.

TABISHUSo, that you dont have
Probtems in the rain, What else?

SHYAM BABULIY get a water pipe.

TABISHDNhj, is the government
hot providing a water pipe?

SHYAM BABUUSLY, they have given
water to many nem‘bj houses buk
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not to my house.,
TABISHOWhat else?

SHYAM BABULICA give everyone ak
Chingari with a Eaj vehicle,

TABISHO, ery good. And?

SHYAM BABULANWA clothes and
dolls for the girls,

TABISHIOWK, so toy car for boys
and dolls for girls, what about
giving them something to eat?

SHYAM BABUYes sir, I will make
a feast of samosas, :alebis, poha
oand mithat (sweeks).

TABISHOThered still be o Lot of
monhey Left.

SHYAM BABULI would diskribute
it ko Chingari,
TABISHOWont you bwj anything

for yourself?

SHYAM BABUUSLr, I would buy a
Laptop for myself. Sir, I will
download songs from internet
and would play it as a DI,

TABISHIYou have nob brought
Sura: Bhaiya’s DI card? (see F"D')

SHYAM BABUUSLY, water is filled
near Sura: bhai’s house.

MINAKSHIOYou could have worh
slippers and gone there,

SHYAM BARULIE is Auite mu,cic!uj
also.

MINAKSHIOSo, I would have gomne,

ML TTLILLLAY,

SHYAM BARUUSLr, her house is
near ko Sura: Bhaija’s house.

TABISHOYou are both neHt door
neighbours, Sura: Bhaiya’s house
would almost be eAuidistant
from your houses. Do bring his
card. We need to send it to
England to show them,

SHYAM BARUUSLr, I would make a
DI vehicle and would also buy
horses and Llights (he call it batti,
basically they are portable lights
used i marriage processions).

TABISHWhat will you do wikh tk?

SHYAM BARUUSLr, I would use ik
during marriage season and hire
bOjs to assisk in bhis worl,

TABISHOYou have a full business
plan.

SHYAM BABUOYes

MINAKSHIOYou should hire both
boys and girts.

SHYAM BABUONo, girls wont be
hired.

TABISHOWhy?
SHYAM BABUUSLY, boys tease them.

TABISHUISo, what. Dont you know
its a crime to tease a qgirl? If
you find someone teasing a girl,
you can give him to the police.

SHYAM BABUUSLr, when I start the
DI I will call you first and
foremost to download the songs.



TARBISHOWould you pay me?
SHYAM BARUYes.
TABISHOHow much?

SHYAM BARBUOThousand rupees N
no, however much you ask,

TARISHOYou were saying jou’d
give me a thousand rupees.

SHYAM BABUUNo, sir two Laikhs
(kwo hundred thousand) rupees,
No, two thousand rupees.

TABISHYou have talcen My pay
to bwo Llakhs and direc&tj Low-
ered it to kwo thousand rupees.

SHYAM BABUUSLY, I would give
you two thousand rupees.

TABISHOWhat else will you do?

SHYAM BABULI would play the
speakers abk such a volume that
the whole vehicle would skart
shaking. I would also pu& in a
machine and a generator.

TABISHOWhat for?

SHYAM BABUUSLY, dont you know,
a DI runs on a generator.

TARISHOWhat else is needed?

SHYAM BABULA machine is used
along with a big electric board
with a Poiv&er in Lk, And we need
to press the button and start the

laptop. They play half-half songs.

TABISHOWhich song do you Llike
mosk?

SHYAM BABULOIshA Shawa.

TABISHOWhat do you lilke most in
that song?

SHYAM BABUKakrina has danced
well in that song.

TABISHOIust now you were saying
that you dont Like Katrina and
now you are saying that you Llike
her dance. I have a recording of
your voice saying this. These two
statements are con&mdic&or-j.

SHYAM BABRUUSLr, I Llike her dance
butk not her personality,

TABISHIYou :ust Like the smile
of Sonakshi?

SHYAM BABUShe also dawnces
well,

TABISHIYou have seen her song,
Chintata chita chita, what are
your views on that

SHYAM BABULI Like that also.

TABISHOWhich other heroine, do
you Llike eHcepE Sonalkeshi

SHYAM BABUOKarishma

TARISHUKarishma? Is ik Karishma
or Kareena?

SHYAM BABUUSLY, Kareena.

TARISHOKarishma Kapoor is the
elder sister of Kareena Kapoor.
She used to do movies during
our time, Ok, even after making
a house, distributing the toy car
i Chingari and doing other
things, still money would be left.
What would you do with that
mov\ej?

SHYAM BABUUSLY, we would buy a
loading vehicle, We will Lload
makerial in ik and will do that
business. And also buj two bikes
and a car for me,

TABISHUFor whom would you buj
the two bilces?

SHYAM BABUOFoOr my two
brothers.

TABISHUISo, your brothers would
be riding bikes and you alone
would be moving around in a
car?

SHYAM BABULINo, Mummy and
‘Pa!m would accompany me.

TABISHOI feel this nvesktment
would spe\r\d all the monhey,

SHYAM BABUYes.

TABISHOIOK, now I feel you
should g0 to class for your
studies,






